[image: image5.jpg]D>Q hallaitken
bl



[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]€



[image: image8.jpg]




Parks for People 
September 2009 Newsletter

Welcome! Now that autumn is well and truly on its way no doubt your parks are turning all sorts of lovely colours. All those browns, reds and golds, autumn is one of the nicest times of the year to go for a stroll around your local park. In this latest e-bulletin we provide an update on the monitoring and evaluation support available to projects, including the latest news, events and resources available from the Parks for People Support team website. 
Workshops 
The Outcome 1 workshop to be held on 16th September in Stoke on Trent is now fully booked. But fear not, we do have a few remaining places still available for the Outcome 5 workshop which will be held in the North East on 18th November.  Please contact Ian Hepburn on 0161 212 1100 to book your place. 
Clinics
We will be holding four more clinics over the next few months.  The clinics give you the opportunity to spend an hour with a member of the Parks for People support team, to discuss any questions or issues you might be having with monitoring and evaluation (we might even have a cup of tea!).  Stage one approvals may also wish to use this as an opportunity to review their monitoring and evaluation proposals prior to submitting stage two bids.  

The clinics will be held on 23rd September in Nottingham, 21st October in Exeter, 11th November in Leeds and at the North East workshop on 18th November.  Places are going fast so please contact Ian on 0161 212 1100 to book your place.
Outcome 1 survey
Thank you to all projects who took the time to do our July e-survey. We asked for information relating to outcome 1 of the Parks for People programme, and you’ve been very good getting back to us. So far 48 projects have replied and the feedback from projects will be collated into a report for the Heritage Lottery Fund to be published on the website.  The deadline for responding to this survey is 29th September, so if you haven’t already done this, then you still have time. But be quick!
Outcome 5 survey
Later this month you can be expecting another survey from us! We will be contacting all projects, this time asking for information relating to outcome 5 of the programme. We value your feedback greatly, helps us keep on top of our game! Other projects like it too, it helps you all work together to provide better parks. Further surveys will be held monthly before the end of the year, so keep your eyes and ears peeled.
Annual data collection
We hope all your projects are collecting monitoring information! It’s one of the things you need to do as part of your Parks for People project. 

The first step is to establish a baseline for each outcome – i.e. the position before work starts.  Once baselines are established, projects must revisit the data on an annual basis to measure progress and impact.  
Some projects have already done this, and well done to you – if you have already submitted baseline data to us, we need an update from you by the 16th October. The spreadsheet and reports for this will be available on the website from the 1st October.

Projects that have not yet submitted baseline data need to submit it to us by the 16th October. We realise this is not possible for a small number of projects that have only recently received Stage one approval.  However, all projects must submit what data they have collected by the deadline.  You must also provide an update regarding your proposals for collecting remaining data.   Again, the forms you need to complete and return to us will be available on the website from 1st October.

If for any reason you feel you won’t be able to make this deadline, please contact Claire on 0161 212 1102 as soon as possible to discuss.
And remember, part of recording progress with your project is taking photos – before, during and after the work is complete. Just think of it like one of those makeover programmes!

We would also be very interested in hearing if any projects are running photo competitions or getting volunteers involved in this – please contact Claire if you are.
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Gheluvelt Park – ‘before’ photo

Case Studies

Over the last few months we have been producing 7 detailed case studies to show how a selection of Parks for People projects are carrying out their monitoring and evaluation work.  Many thanks to the 7 projects for their time and hospitality;

· Markfield Park, Haringey
· Sconce and Devon Park, Newark

· The Rose Garden, Bushey
· Clifton Park, Rotherham
· MacRosty Park, Crieff

· Brooke Park, Derry

· Gheluvelt Park, Worcester
The first report for these case studies will be available on the website shortly, and we may well be visiting your project at some point in the future, so get the biscuits ready.  
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Clifton Park museum - ‘before’ photo

Stage 1 approvals

We are currently in the process of carrying out a review of stage 1 applications approved since April 2009. The purpose of this review is to identify any areas of improvement with monitoring and evaluation which will assist you in the production of your stage 2 bid.   

We will be writing to projects individually with our findings, however we strongly encourage all recent stage 1 and round 1 approvals to attend one of our clinics or workshops, where you can get one to one support with your monitoring and evaluation proposals.
Other news

Tower Hamlets is counting on people going into Vicky Park
From the East London Advertiser – 04/09/09 (click on the link to go to the full article)

VOLUNTEERS are counting on people going into East London’s Victoria Park.
It’s all part of Tower Hamlets council’s bid for Lottery funding to revamp the park. The Town Hall needs to know just how popular the East End’s popular open space really is. So volunteers from the Bow community centre are doing a head count over the coming months.  Plans to regenerate the park in time for the 2012 Olympics are being worked up in more detail with public consultations. The plans include another café, an urban beach, water features, meadow, old English gardens and better sports facilities.  They are being submitted in December to the Parks for People joint programme between the Big Lottery and Heritage Lottery funds, coupled with Town Hall investment, which would total £12 million. The cash, if the bid succeeds, would be the largest investment Vicky Park has had since its creation in the 1840s.
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Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets.
For more information, click on this link http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgsl/451-500/461_parks_and_open_spaces/victoria_park.aspx
Postcards from the Park Competition

The overall winner of the Postcards from the Park competition was announced on Friday (4 September) by Springwatch presenter Chris Packham at a reception in the Cafe Gallery in Southwark Park, London.

Barbara Pendergast, of Warrington, won the competition with her picture, Walking on Air, featuring two-year-old Sebastian Pendergast. The picture was taken in Walton Gardens, Warrington. It was the winner in the People at Play category.
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The Postcards from the Park competition celebrates public parks and the £1.2bn invested in parks and the environment by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the Big Lottery Fund (BIG).

Now in its third year, the competition has been organised in partnership with parks charity GreenSpace and has encouraged thousands of people across the UK to capture what they love most about parks.

A total of 15 finalists impressed the judges, who included Paul McCartney's photographer brother Mike McCartney, Angela Nicholson from Amateur Photographer magazine and Tim Kerr from the Press Association.

Parks captured in some of the images include Warrington's Walton Gardens, London's Greenwich Park, Liverpool's Sefton Park and York's Rowntree Park.

To view all the category winners, visit the on-line gallery http://www.postcardsfromthepark.org.uk/ 

SROI conference

Greenspace Scotland is hosting a conference on Social Return on Investment of greenspace.  In the current economic climate, being able to demonstrate and build on what your greenspace has achieved and can achieve is becoming increasingly important.  

The social return on investment approach can help you do just that.  Social Return on Investment is a framework for measuring and accounting for a broad concept of value; it seeks to reduce inequality and environmental degradation and improve wellbeing by incorporating social, environmental and economic costs and benefits.
The conference will be held on 6th October 2009 at The Toolbooth in Stirling. 

For more information, visit the Greenspace Scotland website at www.greenspacescotland.org.uk
Greenspace Scotland survey
Greenspace Scotland have recently published a survey revealing that nearly two-thirds of Scots use their local greenspaces for recreation and exercise each week.  The report is based on a survey of over 1000 people, commissioned by Greenspace Scotland, to measure changes in the public’s use of, expectations and attitudes to greenspace over the last 5 years. 

For more information, visit the Greenspace Scotland website at www.greenspacescotland.org.uk
Parks for People Support Team

The Parks for People Support team includes Rob Shipway, Claire Woods, Kieran Kearney and Ian Hepburn from Hall Aitken and Ian Baggott from CFP. The team offers a range of support to projects, including web based resources which can be found at our website - www.parksforpeople.co.uk.  The website sets out the evaluation framework for the programme and has a range of tools available to help you establish baselines and put in place effective monitoring and evaluation systems.  

The team can also be contacted via a helpline – should you have any queries relating to monitoring and evaluation, please give Claire a call on 0161 212 1102.
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